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Hut-urns ornament ; and it is probable that the ring of columns
Inctent11 which encircled the little temple of Vesta in historical
Latium. times was merely an extension of the door-posts of the
prehistoric hut. The necropolis in which these urns were
found must be very ancient, since it was buried under the
streams of lava vomited by the Alban Mountain In
eruption. But the mountain has not been an active volcano
within historical times, unless, indeed, the showers of stones
and the rain of blood often recorded as ominous prodigies
by Roman writers may be explained as jets of pumice and
red volcanic dust discharged by one of the craters.1 The
prehistoric burial-ground lately discovered in the Roman
Forum has yielded several hut-urns of precisely the same
shape as those of the Alban cemetery. Hence we may infer
with tolerable certainty that the earliest Latin settlers both
on the Alban hills and at Rome dwelt in round huts built
of wattle and dab, with peaked roofs of thatch.2

If further evidence were needed to convince us that the
rouncj temple of Vesta merely reproduced a Roman house
of the olden time, it might be supplied by the primitive
vessels of coarse earthenware in which the Vestals always
presented their offerings, and which, in memory of the
theVestais. artlessness of an earlier age, went by the name of
" Numa's crockery." 8 A Greek historian, writing when
Rome was at the height of her power and glory under
Augustus, praises the Romans for the austere simplicity
with which, in an age of vulgar wealth and ostentation,
they continued to honour the gods of their fathers.
" I have seen," said he, " meals set before the gods on
old-fashioned wooden tables, in mats and earthenware
dishes, the food consisting of barley loaves and cakes and
spelt and firstfruits and such - like things, all plain and
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1 Many such phenomena are noted
by Julius Obsequens in his book of
prodigies, appended to W. Weissen-
born's edition of Livy, vol. x. 2, pp.
193 sqq. (Berlin, 1881).

8 W. Helbig, Du Italiker in dcr
Poebene, pp. 50-55 ; E. Burton-Brown,
Recent Excavations in the Roman
Forunt, pp. 30, 152, 154. For
pictures of these hut-urns see G. Boni

in Notizie degli Scam> May 1900, p.
191, fig. 52 ; id., in Nuova Antologia,
August 1900, p. 22.

3 Valerius Maximus, iv. 4. 1 1 ; Ovid,
Fasti, vi. 3105 Acron on Horace,
Odes, i. 31, quoted by G. Boni in
Notizie degli Scam, May 1900, p. 179;
Cicero, Paradoxa, \. 2 ; id. , DC natura
deorumt iii. 17. 43 ; Persius, Sat. ii,
59 sq. ; Juvenal, Sat. vi. 342 sqg.